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KEYNOTE SESSION 
8:00 - 8:30 
Registration    
Coffee and Pastries 
 
8:30 – 9:00   The PNC Room 
Welcome and Introduction 
 Dr. J-Louis Dassier, Conference Co-Chair 
 
IUP Welcome & Opening Remarks 
 Dr. Timothy S. Moerland, Prrovost, IUP 
 
9:00-10:00 
Keynote Address 
The PNC Room 
“Activating Chaos to Invigorate Learning” 
 Ms. Toni Theisen, NBCT   
 Loveland High School (CO) 
 
10:00 - 10:30 
Coffee Break and Exhibit Hall  
 
 
 
SESSION SERIES #1:  10:30 – 11:30 a.m.  
 
  
Communication Room:  "Activating Communication: 
Designing Learning and Integrating Technology" 
Learners need a multi-sensory learning environment designed 
around authentic experiences that encourage collaboration, 
creativity, and critical thinking. How can we create instruction 
that is more meaningful, rigorous, and engaging? How can 
technology encourage learners to critically think of solutions to 
real-world global issues in innovative ways? Participants will 
explore these questions and experience learning activities that 
promote deeper, richer thinking that can enhance communica-
tion in all three modes.  
 Ms. Toni Theisen, NBCT   
 Loveland High School (CO) 
 
Cultures Room: "Using the FL Classroom to Discour-
age Bullying” 
Bullying has been identified as a national crisis in schools 
today. This session will explore the rationale behind why the 
FL classroom provides the perfect opportunity to provide 
“input” that discourages bullying and encourages kindness. 
The presenter will share lessons designed to campaign 
against bullying through the use of authentic materials and 

High Leverage Teaching Practices.   
Mrs. Gretchen Clegg de Lopez 
Ringgold Middle School, Finleyville, PA. 
 

Connections Room: “Going Low-Tech to Increase En-
gagement: From Immersion Camp to the Classroom” 
Keeping your students in the target language is an essential 
part of a target-language driven classroom. Using an interac-
tive summer immersion camp as a model, attendees will par-
ticipate in various activities that support active learning and 
active participation in the classroom environment, while en-
gaging students in the target language. A handout packet of 
methods and techniques will be provided. 
 Dr. Christina Huhn   
 Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
 Ms. Cecilia Weaver 
 Harford County (MD) Public Schools 
 
Communities Room: “Creative Applications of Digital 
Storytelling” 
Storytelling projects help students gain proficiency in speak-
ing and writing, visual literacy, critical thinking and collabora-
tion skills. They can experience an opportunity to use the 
target language to collaborate with others in the creation of 
meaningful, creative projects using emerging technologies. 
Come and learn about easy digital storytelling projects with 
apps to address presentational communication in speaking 
and writing.    
 Ms. Silvina Orsatti  
 University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg  
 
  

BUFFET LUNCH:  11:45 a.m. - 12:35 p.m.    
KCAC Alcove 

 
 
SESSION SERIES #2:  12:45 – 1:45 p.m.  
   
 
Communication Room: “Making Instruction and As-
sessment Seamless with the Integrated Performance 
Assessment (IPA)” 
Looking for ways to update your approach to assessment so 
that it connects more seamlessly to instruction? Come to this 
session and learn about the IPA as an avenue for assessing 
the three modes of communication within a standards-based 
context and with emphasis on feedback!  Participants will 
analyze the IPA and develop IPA themes for their own     



curricula. This session will pique participants' interest to 
learn more about the IPA. 

Dr. Eileen W. Glisan 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania 

 
Cultures Room: “I’m Your Puppet!”  
(Back by popular demand) Looking for a fun and meaningful 
way to engage your students with moderate to difficult ma-
terial? Puppetry actively engages the brain and keeps stu-
dents' attention. You will see actual video clips of students 
making and performing with their puppets. You will have a 
hands-on experience yourself and go home with lesson 
plans, to boot! You will find other ways to use puppets 
throughout the year.  
 Dr. Isabel Espino de Valdivia  
 Ms. Kathy Gensure 
 Pittsburgh Public Schools, Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Connections Room: “A Creative, Personalized Class-
room? Digital Tools to Help You Get There!” 
This session will present a variety of digital tools that can 
easily and quickly be integrated into the foreign language 
classroom to increase student interest, promote creativity, 
personalize instruction, assess student learning, and en-
hance students' technology skills. Attendees will be able to 
sign up for some of the free tools and interact using some of 
the tools during the session. 
 Ms. Rachelle Poth 
 Riverview High School, Oakmont, PA 
  
Communities Room: “Student Diversity and Equity in 
World Language Classrooms” 
As student populations in school districts across the nation 
are increasingly "majority minority," world language teach-
ers must examine enrollment and retention of students of 
color, particularly beyond level two. In Pittsburgh Public 
Schools, equity is a primary problem of practice, and lan-
guage teachers must examine instructional practices 
through the lens of racial equity. Presenters and participants 
will discuss program opportunity and access, enrollment, 
and strategies to meet the needs of all students.   
 Ms. Marsha Plotkin  
 Mr. Devin Browne 
 Pittsburgh Public Schools  
 
 
SESSION SERIES #3:  2:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
    
 
Communication Room: “Raising Our Cultural IQ” 
In an ACTFL Standards Survey (2010) teachers felt inade-
quately prepared to teach culture due to limitations in their 
own cultural knowledge. This session explores how the 
products, practices, perspectives dimensions of the cultural 
framework can help teachers explore and assess authentic 
materials in preparation for teaching cultural topics.  Keep-
ing a personal journal of cultural questions, observations, 
hypotheses, and additional questions assists self-directed 
professional development.  

 Dr. June K. Phillips  
 Weber State University, Ogden, UT (retired) 
  
Cultures Room: “Let’s Get Interpersonal!  Teaching 
Social Skills to Improve Interpersonal Communica-
tion” 
Learn new strategies to reduce student anxiety and in-
crease interpersonal competence. In this interactive presen-
tation based on the principles of pragmatics in the FL class-
room, teachers will learn to improve student social skills 
through engaging in activities and "games". With these 
improved skills, students will feel more comfortable taking 
the language from the classroom to the real world.  

Mr. Jim Ventosa  
Howard County Public Schools; Marriottsville, MD 

 
Connections Room: “Make Students Actors in Your 
Classroom: A Voice-over Project of Disney’s Frozen” 
This session presents a strategy for integrating film into the 
language classroom by using input activities that help stu-
dents develop a mental representation and an output activ-
ity featuring voice-over acting. Attendees will engage in 
hands-on participation of various input and output activities 
with Disney's Frozen in Spanish, French, German, Chinese, 
Japanese, and Korean.  
 Dr. Yongtaek Kim 
 Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
 
Communities Room: “Survivor Reinvented:  Simu-
lated Immersion Gets and Keeps Students in the 
Target Language!"  
(Back by popular demand) The game "Survivor" creates a 
simulated immersion environment that maximizes the 
amount of language the students are interpreting and using 
interpersonally and presentationally.  Teachers will leave 
the session with an idea that REALLY WORKS in maximizing 
student language learning in a rigorous, supportive, com-
municative environment.  They will also see first-hand, the 
advantages of teaching with the game "Survivor" and the 
possible outcomes for the students.  

Ms. Tammy Lyons and Mr. Kevin Lyons   
Greensburg Salem High School; Greensburg, PA 
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