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Kali is a double major in Secondary 

Spanish and English Education. 

By Kali Rosenberger 

I feel deeply honored to have the 

opportunity to speak at the university 

commencement ceremony this year. 

The title of my speech, “Keep Be-

coming,” highlights the importance 

of continued learning and societal 

contribution beyond graduation. I‟ve 

spent the past five years at IUP, 

studying to be a Spanish teacher and 

an English teacher. I‟m from Pitts-

burgh, PA but consider myself more 

of a “world citizen” that finds home 

everywhere I go. At age 16, I de-

cided to travel on my own for the 

first time. I spent six weeks in Costa 

Rica, living with a family and study-

ing Spanish. At a beach in Costa 

Rica I met an old woman who told 

me stories about her former home in 

Antigua, Guatemala. Her stories in-

trigued me and the following sum-

mer I set off for six weeks in Anti-

gua and found it to be even more 

beautiful than she had described. 

When I came home, I realized that I 

was done traveling for traveling‟s 

sake. I wanted to contribute to the 

places that had given me so much. I 

worked hard and graduated a semes-

ter early from high school and flew 

to Quito, Ecuador to work at a center 

for the street children for several 

months. I also worked with a local 

woman, Jenny Chavez, and her foun-

dation that fostered sustainable de-

velopment programs on costal rain-

forest region of Esmereldas. The 

people I befriended in those three 

months changed my life. I returned 

to Ecuador a year later to reconnect 

with my ties there and see more of 

the country. I‟ve also been fortunate 

enough to study abroad for a semes-

ter in Valladolid, Spain through the 

Spanish department‟s program. An-

other one of my passions is immi-

grant rights. I‟ve traveled to the U.S./

Mexico border region and partici-

pated in a seminar for educators on 

border politics. Following this pro-

gram, I committed myself to raising 

awareness about the injustices and 

challenges that undocumented immi-

grants face everyday. Aside from 

traveling and investigating social 

justice issues, I enjoy outdoor 

activities. As a daughter of for-

mer whitewater river guides, 

I‟ve spent a lot of time along the 

Yough iogheny River  i n 

Ohiopyle, PA. I love to hike and 

run the river with my family and 

friends. I‟m currently in the 

process of enrolling in the Peace 

Corps and have been notified of 

a potential placement in Latin 

America as a teacher trainer. 

Following my two-year term in 

the Peace Corps, I plan to attend 

graduate school and settle into a 

teaching job in the southwest. 
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CHSS Student Kali Rosenberger Named May 2009 
Commencement Speaker 

CHSS REFLECTIONS 

May Commencement Exercises 

will take place on Sunday, May 

3, 2009 outdoors at Miller Sta-

dium. All graduates should come 

to the rear parking lot of Zink 

Hall around 10:00 a.m. on May 

3. The procession of the students 

into the stadium will begin 

promptly at 10:30 a.m. No tick-

ets are necessary. The ceremony 

begins at 11:00 a.m. Faculty are 

encouraged to attend and cele-

brate our graduates! 
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The Department of Religious Studies 

at IUP will be hosting its final confer-

ence titled, “Teaching Religious Stud-

ies Courses at a State University in 

Pennsylvania,” on April 17 and 18. 

This is the last annual conference in a 

series of three, all of which are spon-

sored and funded by the Wabash Cen-

ter for Teaching and Learning in The-

ology and Religion. Participants will 

include faculty from PA universities 

who are teaching Religious Studies 

courses, as well as three invited speak-

ers to present on this year‟s particular 

sub-theme, “Religion and Violence, 

and the Response of the Public Intel-

lectual.” The three guests include Pro-

fessor Holly Schissler, Director of the 

Center for Middle Eastern Studies at 

the University of Chicago; Asra No-

mani, a free-lance journalist and leader 

of the Daniel Pearl Project at George-

town University; and Professor Sathi-

anathan Clarke of Wesleyan Theologi-

cal University who publishes on reli-

gious violence in India. The Friday, 

April 17 program is open to the public, 

and all events will be held in Eberly 

auditorium, beginning at 2:30 pm. 

Holly Schissler will speak at 2:45-3:45 

pm, Asra Nomani at 4:00-5:00 pm, and 

Sathianathan Clarke at 5:15-6:15 pm. 

All members of the campus and local 

communities are invited to attend these 

Friday lectures. The Saturday events 

are closed to the public. 

CHSS Journal Works and Days Fea-

tured in the New York Times 

On March 8, 2009, Stanley Fish in 

his New York Times Opinion piece 

entitled “Neoliberalism and Higher 

Education” addressed the latest 

Works and Days volume, “Academic 

Freedom and Intellectual Activism in 

the Post-9/11 University.” Fish cited Works and 

Days contributors Sophia A. McClennen, Henry 

Giroux, and Susan Searls Giroux. McClennen was 

also one of the speakers at the Works and Days 

“Academic Freedom after 9/11” symposium on Feb. 

23 that featured keynote speakers Cary Nelson and 

Ward Churchill. Since Fish's publicity, Henry Giroux 

has published a new essay in CounterPunch 

("Making Democracy Matter: Academic Labor in 

Dark Times"), where he states that the Works and 

Days volume "may be the best collection yet pub-

lished on intellectual activism and academic free-

dom." Such endorsements follow Marc Bousquet's 

proclamation in the online edition of The Chronicle 

of Higher Education, that the Works and Days vol-

ume is "the best value in academic freedom short of 

joining the AAUP." Similarly, in a recent letter to the 

IUP administration, AAUP President Cary Nelson 

asserts that “the special issue devoted to academic 

freedom is one of the most important academic pub-

lications in recent years."  Professor David B. Down-

ing, director of the Graduate Literature and Criticism 

Program, is the founding editor of Works and Days. 

The current special issue on academic freedom was 

guest-edited by Doctoral Candidate and Teaching 

Associate, Edward J. Carvalho. 

Department of  Religious Studies to Host Conference April 17-18 

Dr. Veronica Watson Receives $32,500 PA-

SSHE Grant to Host Writing Retreats 

Dr. Veronica Watson of the English Department has been 

awarded a $32,500 grant from the Pennsylvania State System of 

Higher Education to deliver writing retreats for faculty at the 14 

System campuses. The Weekend Writing Retreat aims to create 

positive perceptions of, and attitudes about, the writing/ publish-

ing process by providing an intensive focus on scholarship devel-

opment for women and minority participants.  Selected faculty 

will work to advance a research project during the Retreat, and 

will participate in professional development workshops on topics 

such as increasing scholarly productivity, 

the publication process, and developing a 

research agenda. The Writing Retreat pro-

posal was initially envisioned for IUP 

and submitted as part of the Diversity and 

Social Equity grant competition, but was 

adopted by the State System office for im-

plementation statewide.  Two Writing Re-

treats will be held in summer 2009, serv-

ing over 50 faculty across the System.  

William Hallberg, novelist and short story writer, and John Hop-

penthaler, poet, will read from their works and answer questions 

on April 9 in the HUB. Hallberg's novel Rub of the Green was a 

NY Times alternate selection. Hoppenthaler has published two 

full-length books of poetry. The English Department also spon-

sored readings in Spring 2009 by former IUP professor Maurice 

Kilwein-Guevara, a nationally known poet, and Katherine Haake, 

a fiction writer. Event organizers were Drs. Patrick Bizzaro, Gian 

Pagnucci and Chauna Craig. 

Authors on Campus 
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Faculty Scholarly Accomplishments by Department 
Economics  
Dr. Stephanie Jozefowicz is serving 

as the secretary of the Executive Com-

mittee of the National Association of 

Economic Educators. 

Dr. James Jozefowicz is serving as 

co-chair of the National Association of 

Economic Educators Professional De-

velopment Committee. Dr. Jozefowicz 

also coauthored a paper with Neil 

Meredith („06)  “The Keystone Puzzle:  

The Impact of Employment Growth 

and Structural Factors on County Un-

employment Rates in Pennsylvania,”  

that has been accepted for publication 

by Pennsylvania Economic Review. 
Drs. Jack Julian’s and David Yer-

ger’s papers (with C. Elizabeth Hall):  

"Estimating Core Unemployable and 

Workforce Non-Participants:  A Study 

of Rural Pennsylvania‟s Labor Force" 

and "Rural Pennsylvania Underem-

ployment and Its Determinants" have 

been accepted for publication in the 

Journal of Business & Economics Re-

search.   

English 

Drs. Wendy Carse, Chauna Craig, 

John Marsden, and Mike Sell pre-

sented  at the College English Associa-

tion conference March 26th in Pitts-

burgh; their panel entitled "Years in 

the Making: Four Factors in 

(Re)Designing Curriculum," chroni-

cled the long process of revising IUP's 

English B.A. Program  
Dr. Anthony Farrington won a 

$5000 Individual Arts Fellowship from 

the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, 

for his works of fiction. This is Dr. 

Farrington‟s second award of this type. 
Dr. sj Miller's policy proposal enti-

tled “Moving social justice in English 

education from theory to policy,” was 

accepted as a new research strand for 

the Conference on English Education 

to be held in Chicago June 18-21. In 

addit ion, Dr . Miller‟s  art icle 

“Unpacking the „Constitutionality‟ of a 

Social  Justice Identity,” was accepted 

to Pedagogy. Dr. Miller also became 

the co-chair for the National Council 

Teachers of English Assembly for Re-

search (NCTEAR). Together with Pitt, 

NCTEAR will co-host a national re-

search conference highlighting cutting-

edge research in English in February of 

2010.  
Dr. Gian Pagnucci  has published  

Re-mapping Narrative: Technology's 

Impact on the Way We Write. This 

book was co-edited with Dr. Nicholas 

Mauriello, an alum of IUP‟s Graduate 

Studies in Composition and TESOL 

Program. Dr.  Pagnucci also will be 

presenting “Administrative Tapestries-

-Trying to Blog When You‟re Chair” 

at the 2009 College English Associa-

tion Annual Conference.  

Dr. Gloria Park’s article “I listened 

to Korean society. I always heard that 

women should be this way”: The Ne-

gotiation and Construction of Gen-

dered Identities in Claiming a Domi-

nant Language and Race in the U.S,” 

will appear in the Journal of Lan-

guage, Identity, and Education. Dr. 

Park has also published another article, 

“Is privilege a mitigating factor?: The 

educational journeys of East Asian 

women in the U.S TESOL Teacher 

Education Program,”  which will ap-

pear in the  NNEST Resource Book, 

and her book chapter “Providing 

Meaningful Writing Opportunities in 

the Community College: The Cultural 

and Linguistic Autobiographical Writ-

ing Project,” will appear in TESOL 

Classroom Practice: Writing.  

Dr. Veronica Watson was an invited 

presenter at the first symposium dedi-

cated to the life and work of Lilian B. 

Horace, a recently recovered African 

American author and intellectual of the 

Jim Crow Era. The symposium, enti-

tled, “Celebrating Lillian B. Horace 

and Other Extraordinary Women of the 

Jim Crow Era,” was held in Houston, 

TX on March 6-7. Dr. Watson‟s article 

The Next Step: Teach(ing) an African 

American Counter-Narrative to White-

ness,” was published in 2008 in Teach-

ing Race and Ethnicity in Higher Edu-

cation: Perspectives from North Amer-

ica. 

The annual IUP Spring Conference on Foreign Language Teaching is set to take place on Friday, April 24, at the Chest-

nut Ridge Golf Resort & Conference Center in Blairsville, PA. The conference, which has been a yearly event since 

1980, is sponsored by the Departments of French & German and Spanish, and attracts some 200 foreign language teach-

ers from Western Pennsylvania. This year‟s keynote speaker is Professor Miles Turnbull, Associate Professor in the Fac-

ulty of Education at the University of Prince Edward Island, Canada, who is an internationally recognized expert in the 

area of language immersion education. Dean Asamoah will deliver the welcome and opening remarks. In addition to the 

keynote address, there will be 12 sessions on a variety of timely topics including the existence of “digital natives” and 

“digital immigrants” in the foreign language classroom, improving language programs through online assessment, data 

collection, and analysis, discovery learning in the world language classroom, strategies for doing storytelling, applica-

tions of a NEH summer seminar in Spain, and integrating technology with L2 to build student success. Teachers earn six 

ACT 48 credits for the full day's attendance at the conference. The conference also provides a professional development 

venue for our French and Spanish Education majors. Members of the Conference Planning Committee are: Dr. Eileen 

Glisan & Dr. Frank Brooks (Co-Chairs), Dr. Kathy Barton, Dr. Jean-Louis Dassier, Dr. Sean McDaniel, and Dr. Heide 

Witthöft.  

 FOREIGN LANGUAGE METHODOLOGY CONFERENCE SET 
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History 
Dr. Lynn Botelho organized a ses-

sion for the Popular Culture Associa-

tion‟s annual conference which meets 

in April in New Orleans.  The panel is 

called ‘The Measure of a Good Old 

Age‟ and her paper is entitled ‘From 

Piety to Profit:  The Changing Nature 

of a “Good Old Age” in Seventeenth-

Century England‟.  Later in April, she 

is hosting, as the group‟s president, the 

annual conference of the Mid-Atlantic 

Conference on British Studies, in Rich-

mond, Virginia  

Dr. Paul Arpaia was interviewed for 

the inaugural edition of Recensioni di 

Storia.net (Historical Review), an 

online Italian journal.  The interview  

is entitled "Il Web e la storia" (The 

Web and History).  He also serves on 

the journal's Editorial Board. In addi-

tion, Dr. Arpaia also presented his pa-

per, "Liberalism's Democratic Impulse 

and the Abandonment of Liberalism in 

Italy on the Eve of World War I," at 

the Midwest Political Science Associa-

tion's Annual Conference in Chicago, 

April 2-5, 2009. 

Philosophy 

Dr. Brad Rives received a National 

Endowment for the Humanities Sum-

mer Fellowship to participate in a six-

week Summer Seminar on Metaphys-

ics and Mind at Washington University 

in St. Louis . 

 

Political Science 

Dr. Gawdat Baghat  has published a 

book-chapter, "Europe's Energy Secu-

rity: Challenges and Opportunities," in 

Debates in International Relations. Dr. 

Baghat has also published numerous 

articles this semester, including “Iran‟s 

Role in Europe‟s Energy Security,” 

Iranian Studies, forthcoming, “North 

African and Europe: Energy Partner-

ship,” OPEC Review, (March 2009), 

and “The Arab Peace Initiative: An 

Assessment,” Middle East Policy. 

Religious Studies 

Dr. Tamar Reich presented “The 

Many Ends of the Mahabharata,” at the 

colloquium of the Religion Department 

at the University of Pittsburgh on Janu-

ary 21. In addition, Dr. Reich‟s paper, 

“Does the Mahabharata Reach Clo-

sure?” was presented at an interna-

tional conference in honor of Professor 

David Dean Shulman, “Sensitive 

Readings, Far Reaching Implications: 

Penetrations into South Asian Tradi-

tions,” held at the Institute for Ad-

vanced Studies, the Hebrew University 

of Jerusalem, Jerusalem, December 21-

23, 2008.  

Spanish  (and French/ German) 
The Spanish Department, in conjunc-

tion with the Department of French 

and German, hosted the 20th annual 

APPLES (Appalachian Language Edu-

cator‟s Society) festival on March 21 

for 327 high school and junior high 

students. The festival was directed by 

Mark Rice. Students participated in 

literary recitations, speaking, listening, 

writing, drama, music, dance, and art 

competitions.   

 

Economics major Stephanie Bearjar’s paper “Income Inequality and Population Growth 

Rates:  An Analysis of Post-Industrial Europe," written under the supervision of Dr. James Joze-

fowicz, has been accepted for presentation at the 2009 Europe East and West: Undergraduate Research Symposium at 

the University of Pittsburgh.  Way to go Stephanie! 

Melissa Rogers,  an English major, presented her paper at the National Literature and Culture Since 1900 Conference 

in Louisville, KY (Feb 19th-21st), in conjunction with Dr. Chauna Craig and Dr. John Marsden The focus was on 

"Nostalgia in the Contemporary Novel." Melissa's paper was titled "Nostalgic Re-Vision: Alison Bechdel's Fun Home 

and the Art of Looking Back." Congratulations to Melissa on this significant accomplishment! 

Meghan Huff, a Spanish Education Major, recently received the Chacivity Award. Meghan was nominated by Dr. 

Frank Brooks. Congrats Meghan! 

 Journalism alumna Kari Andren (2008), followed up her May graduation and summer internship in the Capitol news-

room in Harrisburg by writing clips for the Philadelphia Inquirer, the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and the Harrisburg Pa-

triot-News. She is currently pursuing her Master‟s in public-affairs reporting at the University of Illinois-Springfield 

while covering the Illinois state capital and capitol for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch.  Keep up the hard work Kari! 

Student and Alumni News  

Do YOU Speak the Password  

Primeval?  

Founded in April 2008, òI speak the 
password primevaló is a reading se-
ries created by doctoral candidate 
and teaching associate Ed Carvalho. 
The òPassword Primevaló reading 
series provides a forum for local 
(and visiting) writers interested in 
showcasing original poetic composi-
tions and offers a democratic space 
for those who prefer to recite selec-
tions from poets of their choosing. 
"I speak the password primeval" has 
hosted several IUP student and fac-
ulty member readings. òI speak the 
password primevaló is sponsored by 
the IUP English Department and 
convenes at the Commonplace 
Coffeehouse on the last Friday of 
each month. Open mic signup avail-
able at 6:45 p.m. Readings begin 
promptly at 7 p.m. 


